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We are sending you Paris DELTO 817 which we are handling on a 
specially restricted basis in Washington (as NODIX HARVAN/DOUBLE 
PLUS). In Saigon you should confine knowledge of that report and this 
cable to yourself and to General Abrams. Abrams should communicate 
only through you. 

We would like to have your comments on following instruction we 
are considering for Harriman and Vance to transmit to Hanoi: 

"We are prepared to set an early date for the total cessation 
of armed attacks on North Vietnam if you are prepared to agree: 

*1. That serious talks would begin within 24 hours of the 
cessation of armed attacks and that representatives of the 
government of Vietnam shall participate in those serious talks. 

,! 2. That you understand the simple fact that the United States 
cannot maintain a cessation of armed attacks on North Vietnam if 
military activity in and around the DMZ continues; specifically, 
artillery, rocket or mortar fire from across or within the DMZ; 
movement of armed forces across the DMZ; or the massing of 
forces proximate to the DMZ. These conditions would, of course, 
be observed by both sides. 

n 3. That you understand the simple fact that the United States 
cannot maintain a cessation of armed attacks on North Vietnam if 
attacks-are launched against major cities in South Vietnam. (If the 
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phrase armed attacks is probed, we would Lj.lt- explain that 
some unarmed reconnaissance of North Vietnam will have to 

continue.) " 

you may tell General Abrams that he will be furnished with rules 
of engagement which will permit him to respond promptly to limited 
violations of the DMZ and that the President will regard any gross 
violations of the DMZ understanding as "most serious.' We are by no 
means certain that Le Due Tho will accept our interpretation of the 
exchange on Friday but that the hard proposition we intend to put to 
L e Due Tho is the most favorable possible proposition that we are likely 
to get. It is consonant with Thieu's public statements and President 
Johnson's. It is consonant with our deep commihnent to him that the 
G VN be a central participant in a negotiated settlement. It is a public 
acknowledgment by Hanoi of the necessity for GVN's consent to any 

settlement* 

We shall, of course, consult Thieu government of 

other key allies but, before doing so, we wan^ufclctions and - 
Gen. Abrams' with the bark off. 
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